THE  SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

or totem of their race. The hood of one or more
of these serpents, expanded over his head, was
the distinctive mark of a Naga demigod,, or
deified Solar chief.                                     *

Surya, the Hindu Sun-god, is represented
with a canopy over his head, formed of the hoo/ls
of a seven-headed Naga; 1 so also is the Asura
Rahu, and so too are the Naga demigods Vasuki
or Baska Naga, Indru Naga, and other serpent
deities. This is strong evidence of the identity
of the Asuras, or Nagas, with the Indian branch
of the Solar race, but further proof will not be
wanting.

The term Naga does not appear to have been
a tribal name, but merely an appellation used,
by Brahmanical writers, to distinguish those who
venerated the Naga, or hooded-serpent^

There can be no doubt that this serpent was
held sacred by all the Asuras, as it was by other
people who claimed Solar descent.

So generally, throughout the world, was the
Naga held sacred, that it would seem to have
been the earliest totem of the wide-spread Solar
race. It appears to have been adopted before
the occurrence of that subdivision into tribes,
which apparently gave rise to the great number
of totems of later times.

We find that amongst the Asuras  or  Nagas
1 Elliot, " Races of the N-W. Provinces," i. 75.
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